
 

The Promotion of British Values at Godinton Primary 

School 
 

As of November 2014, all schools have a duty to actively promote the fundamental 

British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect 

and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs.   

 

The British Values promoted in our school are: 

• Being part of Britain 

• Democracy 

• The rule of law 

• Individual liberty 

• Mutual respect for and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs 

and for those without faith. 

 

Being Part of Britain 

Godinton Primary School values and celebrates the diverse heritage of all members 

of our school community. Alongside this, we value and celebrate being part of our 

local community and being part of Britain.  Our school Houses are named after 

castles in Kent and our class names are inspired by British wildlife. 

Throughout the year we celebrate and explore traditions and customs which are 

part of Britain’s history.  This includes, amongst others, Remembrance Day and 

royal celebrations such as the Queen’s Jubilee.  We share a sense of national 

pride during events of national significance such as supporting athletes during the 

Olympic Games or of personal achievement such as Tim Peake’s experience in 

space. During assemblies, stories are shared about national heroes and about 

triumphs, which have shaped our country.  We invite inspirational athletes into 

school to talk to our children such as Paralympic athletes. 

Our children join in with celebrations for the Christian festivals of Easter and 

Christmas and we have strong links with our local church.  However, our children 

are also taught that we are part of a multi-faith society and as such learn about 

the festivals and observances of other religious groups throughout the year. 



Our children learn about being part of Britain through topic lessons.  In history, 

the children learn about key historical events which have shaped our nation’s 

history and in geography, children explore where Britain is in relation to the rest 

of Europe and the World.  They investigate our country’s geographical features 

such as rivers,  

Our involvement in two Erasmus projects has given our children the opportunity 

to share with children from other European countries what being British means to 

them.  They have presented information about our town and our country and have 

included details such as traditions and customs, national celebrations and typical 

British food.  They have learnt from their European counterparts how life in Britain 

differs from that in other countries and how it is similar. 

 

Democracy 

Democracy is an important value at our school and we provide our pupils with 

opportunities to have their voices heard. 

Children have opportunities to vote in ‘elections’ which reflect the British electoral 

system.  When considering representatives to form part of collaborative groups 

within the school such as the Mini Management Team or when making choices 

about who will lead their House as a House Captain, our children follow democratic 

principles.  Prospective candidates make speeches in which they explain how they 

would meet the demands of the position and their class or team mates then vote, 

taking into consideration the attributes of each candidate.  Children have the 

opportunity to put forward ideas which would impact on the whole school, such as 

the theme for class names and have the opportunity to make choices about whole 

school issues.  Children are taught about what to consider when voting on a 

particular issue or for a particular person and this is put into practice by 

opportunities such as voting on who should show their homework in the Creative 

Homework assemblies.   

In assemblies we talk to the children about democracy in history or as part of 

developing their knowledge of current affairs. This may include learning about the 

democratic system in Ancient Greece or the recent American Presidential election. 

Pupil Voice forms part of our PSHE curriculum. 

Children’s views and opinions form part of work scrutiny and lesson observation 

feedback to staff. 

Pupil voice is used to help make choices about which staff to employ.  Each 

interview includes an activity with children, who then have the opportunity to put 

forward their own ideas about prospective candidates. 



Children are always listened to by adults and are taught to listen carefully and 

with concern to each other, respecting the right of every individual to have their 

opinions and their voices heard.  We encourage our children to take ownership of 

their own learning and progress in order to develop a sense of personal 

responsibility.  Children track their own targets, give comment to each other during 

peer assessment activities and engage in dialogue with their teachers during 

learning feedback. We encourage our children to be self-evaluative. 

 

The Rule of Law 

The importance of rules and laws, whether they be those that govern our school 

or our country, are referred to and reinforced often, such as in school assemblies 

and when reflecting on behaviour choices.  At the start of the academic year, 

school rules are reinforced as classes draw up their own class rules which are 

signed by the children and displayed in the classroom.  Children have a clear 

understanding of the school’s behaviour policy and how the ‘red and yellow card’ 

system is operated.  Behaviour across the school is very good as children are able 

to distinguish right from wrong and respect the laws established for the safe 

operation of the school.  Good behaviour and exemplary attitude to work is 

promoted through a variety of positive behaviour strategies.  Children are awarded 

stickers and gold cards and may be chosen to be Star Award Achievers.  A 

successful house point system encourages the children to uphold our school values 

for working hard and personal excellence. 

 

Children learn about what rules mean in a wider context as well.  Visits from the 

fires service, the Police and the British Transport Police help children to 

understand how to uphold the law.  PSHE lessons tackle other issues connected 

with rules and the law such as road safety and making sensible choices and a 

strong e-safety policy ensures that children understand the issues concerning 

online safety both inside and outside of the school environment.  Children’s 

achievements are also recognised during Celebration Assemblies. 

 

Individual Liberty 

Children are encouraged to make choices at our school knowing that they are in 

a safe and supportive environment.  Children are able to make choices in their 

learning e.g. how they are going to present a piece of work or how they are going 

to edit and improve a piece of writing.  In the Foundation Stage and Year 1 

children are supported in making choices in Investigation and Discovery time.  



Children make choices about what extra-curricular activities they would like to 

participate in both at lunchtime and after school. 

We also promote the right to respectfully express views and beliefs. Children have 

the opportunity to participate in discussions and debates in class in which they 

put forward their own personal opinions about a range of different subjects. We 

promote an acceptance that people having different faiths or beliefs to oneself (or 

having none) should be accepted and tolerated, and should not be the cause of 

prejudicial or discriminatory behaviour and develop with our children an 

understanding of the importance of identifying and combatting discrimination. 

 

Children are reminded of their right to be safe and secure through the content of 

our PSHE curriculum.  They are also encouraged to know, understand and exercise 

their rights and personal freedoms through the curriculum and assemblies.  Anti-

bullying week and Online Safety Week actively promote the children’s rights to 

personal safety in their relationship with others and online.  Children are involved 

in raising money for charity and often lead fund-raising initiatives within the school 

such as raising money for Children in Need.  In doing so, they are made aware of 

how the individual liberties of some vulnerable groups in society have been 

compromised. 

 

Mutual Respect and Tolerance of Those with Different Faiths and Beliefs 

One of our key aims is ensuring that children are able to live and work alongside 

people from all backgrounds and cultures.  Our children know and understand that 

it is expected that respect is shown to everyone and to everything, whatever 

differences we may have.  Children learn that their behaviour choices have an 

effect on their own rights and those of others.  PSHE and RE lessons as well as 

assemblies are used as a means to reinforce these messages and our clear 

behaviour policy ensures that children understand the consequences of any 

inappropriate actions. 

We use whole school assemblies as an opportunity to talk to the children about 

a range of different celebrations and religious festivals e.g. Chinese New Year, 

Christmas, Easter, Diwali, Eid etc.  This supplements more focused work in specific 

RE lessons which explore festivals, observances and customs in greater detail.  

Our children visit places of worship and are visited by members of faith 

communities. Children are encouraged to ask questions and to develop their own 

personal beliefs. 



Multicultural resources are used across the curriculum with visual materials 

representing different ethnicities.  Texts explored in literacy are taken from other 

cultures e.g. ‘Coming to Britain’ by Floella Benjamin and ‘Handa’s Surprise’ by 

Eileen Browne and broaden children’s understanding of the wider world.  Music 

and art from other cultures are also explored, for example Indian music used in 

dance lessons, and children learn about other countries in their geography work.  

A cross-curricular approach is taken where appropriate to ensure that greater 

links are made between subjects.  Current affairs issues relating to tolerance are 

often explored in assemblies and we have used opportunities such as the Olympic 

Games or the Football World Cup to learn about life and culture in other 

countries. 

 


